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shall be at least equivalent to cor-
responding materials specified for 
standard buoyant vests or buoyant 
cushions. Hardware or fastenings shall 
be of sufficient strength for the pur-
pose of the device and shall be of inher-
ently corrosion-resistant material, 
such as stainless steel, brass, bronze, 
certain plastics, etc. Decorative 
platings of any thickness are permis-
sible. Fabrics, coated fabrics, tapes, 
and webbing shall be selected with a 
view to the purposes of the device and 
shall be either mildew resistant or 
treated for mildew resistance. Buoy-
ancy shall be provided by inherently 
buoyant material and shall not be de-
pendent upon loose, granulated mate-
rial, gas compartments or inflation. So 
long as the minimum required buoy-
ancy is provided by inherently buoyant 
material, the use of supplementary gas 
compartments, or inflation, will be 
permitted to supply additional buoy-
ancy. 

(d) Buoyancy. (1) Buoyancy for de-
vices to be worn is as follows: 

(i) Devices for persons weighing more 
than 90 pounds must have 151⁄2 pounds 
or more of buoyancy. 

(ii) Devices for persons weighing 50 to 
90 pounds must have 11 pounds or more 
of buoyancy. 

(iii) Devices for persons weighing less 
than 50 pounds must have 7 pounds or 
more of buoyancy. 

(2) Buoyancy for devices to be thrown 
is as follows: 

(i) Ring life buoys must have 161⁄2 
pounds or more of buoyancy. 

(ii) Foam cushions must have 18 
pounds or more of buoyancy. 

(iii) A device other than those speci-
fied in paragraph (d)(2) (i) or (ii) of this 
section must have 20 pounds or more of 
buoyancy. 

(3) The buoyancy values required in 
paragraphs (d) (1) and (2) of this section 
must be as follows: 

(i) For each device containing foam 
buoyant materials, the required buoy-
ancy value must remain after the de-
vice has been submerged in fresh water 
for 24 or more continuous hours. 

(ii) For each device containing 
kapok, the required buoyancy value 
must remain after the device has been 
submerged in fresh water for 48 or more 
continuous hours. 

(e) Workmanship. Water safety buoy-
ant devices covered by this subpart 
shall be of first class workmanship and 
shall be free from any defects materi-
ally affecting their appearance or serv-
iceability. 

[CGFR 64–30, 29 FR 7388, June 6, 1964, as 
amended by CGD 73–246R, 39 FR 36967, Oct. 
16, 1974; CGD 75–008, 43 FR 9772, Mar. 9, 1978; 
CGD 84–068, 58 FR 29494, May 20, 1993] 

§ 160.064–4 Marking. 

(a) Each water safety buoyant device 
must have the following information 
clearly marked in waterproof lettering: 

(1) For devices to be worn: 

(Type II or Type III) Personal Flotation De-
vice. 

Inspected and tested in accordance with 
U.S. Coast Guard regulations. 

(Name of buoyant material) buoyant mate-
rial provides a minimum buoyant force 
of (151⁄2 lb., 11 lb., or 7 lb.). 

(Special purpose intended.). 
Approved for use on recreational boats and 

on uninspected commercial vessels less 
than 40 feet in length not carrying pas-
sengers for hire by persons weighing 
(more than 90 lb., 50 to 90 lb., 30 to 50 lb., 
or less than 30 lb.). 

U.S. Coast Guard Approval No. 160.064/(as-
signed manufacturer’s No.)/(Revision 
No.); (Model No.). 

(Name and address of manufacturer or dis-
tributor). 

(Lot No.). 

(2) For devices to be thrown: 

Type IV Personal Flotation Device. 
Inspected and tested in accordance with 

U.S. Coast Guard regulations. 
(Name of buoyant material) buoyant mate-

rial provides a minimum buoyant force 
of (161⁄2 lb., 18 lb., or 20 lb.). 

(Special purpose intended). 
Approved for use on recreational boats 

only as a throwable device. 
U.S. Coast Guard Approval No. 160.064/(as-

signed manufacturer’s No.)/(Revision 
No.); (Model No.). 

(Name and address of manufacturer or dis-
tributor). 

(Lot No.). 

(b) Durability of marking. Marking 
shall be of a type which will be durable 
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and legible for the expected life of the 
device. 

[CGFR 64–30, 29 FR 7388, June 6, 1964, as 
amended by CGD 72–163R, 38 FR 8122, Mar. 28, 
1973; CGD 73–246R, 39 FR 36967, Oct. 16, 1974; 
CGD 75–008, 43 FR 9772, Mar. 9, 1978; CGD 92– 
045, 58 FR 41609, Aug. 4, 1993; CGD 95–028, 62 
FR 51215, Sept. 30, 1997; USCG–1998–4442, 63 
FR 52191, Sept. 30, 1998] 

§ 160.064–6 Examinations, tests and in-
spections. 

(a) Manufacturer’s inspection and tests. 
Manufacturers of listed and labeled 
water safety buoyant devices shall 
maintain quality control of the mate-
rials used, manufacturing methods and 
the finished product so as to meet the 
applicable requirements, and shall 
make sufficient inspections and tests 
of representative samples and compo-
nents produced to maintain the quality 
of the finished product. Records of 
tests conducted by the manufacturer 
and records of materials, including af-
fidavits by suppliers that applicable re-
quirements are met, entering into con-
struction shall be made available to 
the recognized laboratory inspector or 
to the Coast Guard marine inspector, 
or both, for review upon request. 

(b) Laboratory inspections and tests. 
Such examinations, inspections and 
tests as are required by the recognized 
laboratory for listed and labeled de-
vices produced will be conducted by the 
laboratory inspector at the place of 
manufacture or other location at the 
option of the laboratory. 

(c) Test facilities. The laboratory in-
spector, or the Coast Guard marine in-
spector assigned by the Commander of 
the District in which the factory is lo-
cated, or both, shall be admitted to any 
place in the factory where work is 
being done on listed and labeled prod-
ucts, and either or both inspectors may 
take samples of parts or materials en-
tering into construction or final assem-
blies, for further examinations, inspec-
tions, or tests. The manufacturer shall 
provide a suitable place and the appa-
ratus necessary for the performance of 
the tests which are done at the place of 
manufacture. 

(d) Additional tests, etc. Unannounced 
examinations, tests, and inspections of 
samples obtained either directly from 
the manufacturer or through commer-

cial channels may be made to deter-
mine the suitability of a product for 
listing and labeling, or to determine 
conformance of a labeled product to 
the applicable requirements. These 
may be conducted by the recognized 
laboratory or the United States Coast 
Guard. 

[CGFR 64–30, 29 FR 7388, June 6, 1964, as 
amended by CGD 73–246R, 39 FR 36967, Oct. 
16, 1974] 

§ 160.064–7 Recognized laboratory. 

(a) A manufacturer seeking Coast 
Guard approval of a product under this 
subpart shall follow the approval pro-
cedures of subpart 159.005 of this chap-
ter, and shall apply for approval di-
rectly to a recognized independent lab-
oratory. The following laboratories are 
recognized under § 159.010–7 of this part, 
to perform testing and approval func-
tions under this subpart: 

Underwriters Laboratories, 12 Laboratory 
Drive, P.O. Box 13995, Research Triangle 
Park, NC 27709–3995, (919) 549–1400. 

(b) Production oversight must be per-
formed by the same laboratory that 
performs the approval tests unless, as 
determined by the Commandant, the 
employees of the laboratory per-
forming production oversight receive 
training and support equal to that of 
the laboratory that performed the ap-
proval testing. 

[CGD 93–055, 61 FR 13931, Mar. 28, 1996] 

Subpart 160.066—Distress Signal 
for Boats, Red Aerial Pyro-
technic Flare 

SOURCE: CGD 76–183a, 44 FR 73050, Dec. 17, 
1979, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 160.066–1 Type. 

(a) Red aerial pyrotechnic distress 
signals specified by this subpart must 
be either self-contained or pistol 
launched, and either meteor or para-
chute assisted type. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 160.066–5 Design, construction, and 
manufacturing requirements. 

(a) Each signal must be either: 
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